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We had several field trips cancelled last year since schools
closed in March. We carried those funds forward in hopes
we could use them for field trips this year. Although we
cannot physically experience field trips this year, we have
put
on our creative thinking hats and designed a day of virtual
field trips! As a result, students are going to be able to attend
several field trips in one day! This is possible because all of
our students have their own laptop. We also have the ability
to project on the classroom screen. We have connected with Galveston Bay
Foundation (learning about dolphins in Galveston Bay), Astros (Reading Rally
with Orbit – importance of reading 20 minutes daily), Houston Zoo (close up
encounters with big cats and an elephant) and Mad Science of Houston (4
virtual science experiences to choose from depending on the grade level).
These experiences will be live presentations. In addition to this, we will have
opportunities to visit places around the world through amazing videos – some
might include the Grand Canyon, Pyramids in Egypt, Yellowstone National Park
and the Smithsonian National Museum of History. We are really looking
forward to this special opportunity!
Science Fair celebrations will look different this year since we cannot host an
in-person science night. We are working on a slide show that celebrates our
student scientists and that anyone can view from the campus website. We are
excited to view the hard work our students have put into their projects!
Our Spelling Bee is being held on December 10th at 8:30am in the cafeteria. It
is closed to visitors. Classrooms and parents of those in the Spelling Bee will be
able to view the Spelling Bee via TEAMS. Students will speak directly into the
camera and will be social distancing in the cafeteria with the judges and other
Spelling Bee participants.
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Remember that December 4th is the deadline for requesting a schedule change
for the 3rd nine weeks. This allows schools time to rebuild the master schedule.
Parents who don’t have a preference between CC and BM, but just want to
make the decision that supports keeping their child with the same teacher(s),
please e-mail Mrs. Gouger requesting such. We hope to meet everyone’s needs
if at all possible. Go Bears!
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Leading with heart,

Special Program 10

Mrs. Gouger
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Message from your PTA President
After a November full of giving thanks, the month of December is
all about sharing. Whether we celebrate Christmas, Hanukah,
Kwanzaa or another holiday this is a time to share our blessing
with others.
In previous years in January we would be in full planning mode
getting everything ready for our Carnival. It saddens me to say
we will not be able to host Carnival this school year. In light of
the current Covid situation it was the right decision to make, but
still a very hard one. We are planning to host an online silent
auction in March so keep an eye out for more details.
The Brookwood PTA is delighted to continue to play a role in the social and educational
development of our children. This, however, could not be possible without awesome
volunteers like you. Many volunteer opportunities are available. Please see the volunteer
article in this newsletter for full details.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. I would love to find some way to get you
involved! (president@brookwoodpta.com) If you have not joined PTA yet, please join today!
www.joinpta.org
Thank you,
Bekky Kinsey
Brookwood Elementary PTA President 2020-2021
president@brookwoodpta.com
Please help support Brookwood by joining your PTA (joinpta.com). With your membership
dollars, you demonstrate support for your child’s school.

#YouCanPTA

Join the Brookwood Elementary PTA at www.joinpta.org

2

Dates to Remember

December 1st: Spirit Night at El Dorado
December 2nd: Virtual Science Fair judging
December 4th: Virtual Science Fair Awards link available
December 4th: Deadline for requesting a schedule change
December 9th: PTA Special Program on Returning to School During a Pandemic
December 10th: Spelling Bee
December 18th: Early Release
December 21st-January 4th: Winter Break
January 12th: Science CBA for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades
January 18: Student Holiday
January 28: Last day to purchase a yearbook
January 29th: Campus virtual field trip day

Get Connected
Brookwood PTA is on Facebook! Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook/bwpta.
Please check out our page as it has all the updated info about Brookwood happenings to
keep you in the know.
You may also find helpful information by visiting our website at www.brookwoodpta.com.
You will find our BWE calendar, flyers, links to current and past newsletters and more!
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Bear Birthdays
December
1- Linda Rodriguez
9- Tisha Maldonado
9- Elena Self
16- Valeria Strickland

17- Jennifer Karedia
18- Nancy Gammon
24- Lorenia Solano

January
5-Sarah Williams
6- Cristina Cantu
7-Monica Horn
12- Erika Gomez
17- Mariel Moreno

18- Paulin Rios
18- Lillian Pope
23-Lindsay Mena
23- Gisela Ortiz

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers are needed on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday to help in the workroom, library and literacy
library. Visit our FB page to find the signup genius to see
the available date/time slots. Please note that you must
wear a mask at all times. Unlike previous years,
volunteers cannot have lunch while they are up on
campus. All volunteers must complete the self-health
assessment before arriving on campus. This is the same
assessment you do daily with your children. If you
answer yes to any of the questions you cannot enter any
CCISD facility. You must also fill out the CCISD volunteer
online application and receive an approval prior to
volunteering. (www.ccisd.net)
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Bekky Kinsey at
president@brookwood.pta.com
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SEPTA Update!
Did you know CCISD has a Special Education PTA. You
can show your support just by signing up! It provides a
great resource and networking opportunity for anybody
involved in special ed. It only takes 5 minutes at
www.joinpta.org (CCISD SEPTA).
This year SEPTA meetings are virtual! They are a great
opportunity to network with other parents and learn how to advocate for your child.
Meetings are usually announced on Facebook, but email Jennifer Baker if you have
questions or need login information.
December 4 at 6:00pm the Arc of Greater Houston and the Harris Center is hosting the
2020 Virtual Candy Cane Ball via Zoom. Got to www.aogh.org to register!
CCISD Special Services now has a website where you can get information about CCISD
Special Services: https://www.ccisd.net/departments/special_education_services. You
can find various resources and contact information on the website.
If you have any questions about SEPTA, please contact Jennifer Baker at
septa@brookwoodpta.com.

Join PTA Today!
Hello fellow Brookwood families!
With the holiday season upon us, I wanted to say how thankful I am for all of our PTA
members — parents, teachers, students, and community members. As of mid-November,
we are 262 members strong and I am so proud to be part of such a resilient and
supportive group of citizens! This has been a historic year of change, strife, and sacrifice.
And being part of this PTA family has been more important than ever in staying socially
and emotionally connected in this world where we have had to stay physically apart.
Coming in January is the start of the 87th session of the Texas Legislature and the Texas
PTA is ready to be your voice in advocating for families and teachers across the state. A
summary of the legislative priorities and positions of Texas PTA was sent to all our PTA
members and, if you aren’t already a member, we would love to add your voice. You can
join PTA at JoinPTA.org or I can get you a membership envelope and information if you
email me at membership@brookwoodpta.com.
I hope everyone has a restful and safe holiday season. I look forward to seeing you all in
2021!
Amy Xenofos, VP Membership
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Calling All 5th Grade parents:
We are looking for parents that are interested in
working on our 5th grade farewell committee. If you
wish to find out the different ways you can help please
contact our chairperson Meghan Bulla at
5thgraders@brookwoodpta.com.
Also, now is the time to start collecting (or taking…)
pictures for our 5th Grade end of school
slideshow.Parents may submit up to five pictures,
provided they follow a few guidelines:
• Photos must be taken at Brookwood Elementary or
Brookwood Elementary events.
• Photos must show ONLY Brookwood Elementary students.
• Photos should contain more than one person, and a majority of 5th Graders (preferably
groups of only 5th Graders).
• Photos should be submitted at full size (high resolution).
You may send photos to 5thgradephotos@brookwoodpta.com through April 16, 2021.
After that date there is no guarantee photos submitted will be included. Please also send
the names of the students featured in your photos – we want to make sure ALL of our
fabulous 5th Graders are included in our slideshow!

Yearbook News!
Hello Brookwood Bears! We need your help with
yearbook pictures! Please upload any school pictures
from virtual learning or brick and mortar.
Simply download the iOS or Android app Image Share
by Balfour from the App Store on iTunes or on Google
Play, create an account, enter 112732 for the project number and start uploading
pictures. You can also create an account by going to www.images.balfour.com. Password
for online is bears. Start uploading your back to school pictures and continue all year
long.
We appreciate all of your help making this a great yearbook!
For questions, please contact yearbook@brookwoodpta.com.
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Our Teachers are Winners!
Each year the BWE PTA awards two $500 scholarships to Brookwood faculty for
tuition and registration for courses that directly relate to their employment here at the
school. This year we are happy to award two scholarships.

Our first recipient is Mrs. Lorri Veasey. Mrs.
Veasey is a 2nd grade Math/Science/SS teacher
and this is her 22nd year at Brookwood. Mrs.
Veasey receives her scholarship for a graduate
level course needed to support her journey to
become a diagnostician. Congratulations, Mrs.
Veasey!

Our second recipient is Ms. Angela Mabry. Ms. Mabry
is a 2nd grade ELA teacher and this is her 12th year at
Brookwood. Ms. Mabry receives her scholarship to
support her continuing education coursework to
become a school counselor.
Congratulations, Ms. Mabry!
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Healthy Lifestyles
I sincerely hope that everyone is staying healthy during these times.
Thank you to those that participated in our Healthy Lifestyles Week and
shared photos of the activities you and your family did together! ~
Jennifer Gartz
Here are 12 ways the CDC shares on ways to stay
healthy during the holidays:
1) Wash hands often to help prevent the spread of germs.
2) Bundle up to stay dry and warm.
3) Manage stress.
4) Don’t drink and drive or let others drink and drive.
5) Be smoke-free.
6) Fasten seat belts while driving or riding in a motor vehicle.
7) Get exams and screenings.
8) Get your vaccinations.
9) Monitor children.
10) Practice fire safety.
11) Prepare food safely.
12) Eat healthy, stay active.
We are still waiting to hear if we are able to have Running Club in the
spring semester and when we know, you will know!
Fun Run is set for May 1, 2021 and we have all of our fingers and
toes crossed that we can proceed with it, STAY TUNED!!!

Questions: healthylifestyles@gmail.com
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Show Your Support for Brookwood PTA
Every Time You Shop in 3 Easy Ways

The Amazon Smile Foundation will then donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to our school! This is a way to
help raise funds for the school while doing your regular online shopping.
Steps:
•
•
•

Navigate to smile.amazon.com.
You will be asked to sign into your Amazon.com account
You will be asked to pick your charity: Brookwood Elementary PTA

You will know you are set up when you see Brookwood Elementary PTA appear in the banner! Items that
are eligible for donation will say, “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation.”

Box Tops For Education

Kroger Community Rewards

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/communityrewards

Download the app & scan your
receipt. You can also forward your online
grocery receipts once you sign up to
receipts@boxtops4education.com View
the full list of stores eligible for online
purchases on app.

Enroll your Kroger Plus Card at the
link above with our school code
“kn908” and after 7 to 10 business
days of registering, you will see at the
bottom of your Kroger receipt: “your
organization name.”

Thanks for your support!
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