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Welcome back to all of our families! I’ve thought
of you often since our departure in March and
truly hope all is ok with each of you. This year
brings new challenges, but there isn’t a team
of teachers or parents I would rather have on
our side!
Our campus has about half of our students in Clear Connections and
half in Brick and Mortar. Class lists will not be posted on the front
doors this year, per district request, in an effort to minimize crowding.
Parents must login to Skyward to see the teacher’s name. This will be
available on Friday, August 21st. A virtual message from their teacher
will also be available for students to view!
I am very excited to introduce you to our newest staff members:
Lillian Pope, Kindergarten
Jennifer Towe, Kindergarten
Anne Balderrama, 1st grade
Sandra Torres, 3rd grade
Monica Horn, 3rd grade Dual Language
Stephanie Cole, 3rd grade Substitute (Mrs. Jackson returns at the end
of October)
Emily Bass, 4th grade
Traci Hrabovsky, Principal’s Secretary
Kerri Cimarosti, Special Education Team Leader
Julie Mills – Instructional Coach for Math
Kim Choate – certified teacher and yearlong substitute to cover
classes if needed (former BWE teacher!)
Please e-mail me with any questions or post your questions on the
“We are Brookwood” Facebook page. We are extremely thankful for
your kindness and patience as we try to finalize all of the details to
start the year.
Leading with Heart,
Kathy Gouger
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Message from your PTA President
Dear BWE Parents, Teachers and Staff!
My name is Bekky Kinsey, I am the president of the Brookwood
Elementary PTA. It is an absolute honor to serve you and your
students.
As I sit here typing this welcome back letter to you, I am uncertain of
what this new school year will look like and how we will be supporting
the needs of our students. What I do know is that the need for
support is still there, now more than ever our students need PTA
advocates in their corner.
When you join Brookwood Elementary PTA you are joining an
organization whose mission is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering
families and communities to advocate for all children. PTA gives parents a united and powerful voice.
We do this by joining together as advocates for laws that further the education, physical and mental
health, welfare, and safety of children and youth and advocating for fiscal responsibility regarding public
tax dollars in public education funding. Each day on a local, district, state and national level PTA
members are advocating for all children. When you join PTA, you have a seat at the decision-making
table and the tools to influence change that will better the lives of all children. The ability to speak for
every child with one voice is the power of the PTA.
The goal is this year is to provide opportunities for families to engage in their students’ educational
experience. If you have ideas on ways BWE PTA can support the needs of our community, please
reach out to me at president@brookwoodpta.com, I would love to hear your ideas!
As you weigh your decisions about the return to school in the fall, know that your PTA will still be here
to support you through the year. If you’re considering Clear Connections, please know that you will still
be connected to our school, our community, and other parents and caregivers that made the same
choice.
Thank you,
Bekky Kinsey
Brookwood Elementary PTA President 2020-2021
president@brookwoodpta.com

#YouCanPTA

Join the Brookwood Elementary PTA at www.joinpta.org
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Dates to Remember

August 20th 4:30-5:30 pm: Drive through Laptop pick-up for all 4th and 5th graders.
Laptop insurance is highly encouraged! It costs $20 ($10 if a student is on free or
reduced lunch). Laptop insurance can be purchased in Skyward. Cash and check will
also be accepted in the front office.
6:00-7:00 pm: Bear Bash: Drive through event (Spirit wear sales, membership drive,
supply packet distribution for Clear Connections, yearbook pickup)
August 21st: Log onto Skyward to learn your child’s teacher. A virtual message from their
teacher will also be available for students to view.

August 24th: First day of virtual school
August 31st: All students online; Brick and Mortar- Kindergarten only and students in
AA (self-contained) report to their campus
September 7th: Labor Day, no school
September 14th: All students that selected Brick and Mortar will return to campus
September 24th: PTA Meeting at 6:00 pm via Zoom

Bear Birthdays
August:

September

2- Joy Green
3- Kathy Gouger
9- Celenia Blancher
10- Meagan Rainwater
20- Luisette Colon-Rivera
22- Marisa Gonzalez
26- Karen Vincent
27- Adenia Garcia

1- Milton Pichon
10- Lis Corado
20- Lori Mankin
26- Matthew Oakes
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Bear Bash,
School Supplies &
Yearbooks
The Brookwood PTA will be holding our Bear Bash
drive through event on Thursday Aug 20th from 67pm. We ask that you please stay in your car as
you come through the bus line to pick up your items.
Parents can pre-order spirit wear and pick up their
items during this time. Please note we will not have extra items on site to purchase. A
pre-order form must be submitted. The pre-order form will be emailed out and will be
available on our Brookwood Elementary School PTA FB page. This year we have
BWE face masks and yard signs.
If you ordered a school supply kit for your child earlier this summer and have chosen to
do Clear Connections you can also up their kit at this event. If you ordered a kit and
your child is attending Brick & Mortar their kit will be delivered to their classroom.
We also have many 2019-2020 yearbooks that were purchased and not picked up at
our July yearbook pickup event. These yearbooks will be available during this event.
If you have any questions please email president@brookwoodpta.com

Brookwood PTA Online
Brookwood PTA is on Facebook! Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook/bwpta.
Please check out our page as it has all the updated info about Brookwood happenings
to keep you in the know.
You may also find helpful information by visiting our
website at www.brookwoodpta.com. You will find our
BWE calendar, flyers, links to current and past
newsletters and more!
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Hello Brookwood Bears!

Join
PTA
Today!

We face a challenging school year ahead and none of us really know what to expect. That is
why it is more important than ever to join Brookwood Elementary PTA. Whether you are
going back to school in-person or online through Clear Connections, there are lots of ways
PTA membership will benefit you and your family.
Stay Informed: PTA has regular meetings to discuss what's going on with PTA and the
school. The Principal and/or a teacher rep attends every meeting.
Stay Connected: Stay connected to other parents, events, school updates, and resources
through our PTA website, English and Spanish Facebook pages, and email communication.
Make Friends: Meet new parents from across the school district and get to know your
teachers & staff.
Volunteer: There are ways big and small for EVERYONE to make a difference and
contribute. Moms, Dads, Grandparents, working parents, stay at home parents -- we need
you all!
Advocate for Education: By joining Brookwood Elementary PTA, you also become a
member of Texas PTA & National PTA and add your voice to advocate at the state and local
level for programs and issues that support our school and children.
What's important to you? Bring it up with the PTA. Use PTA as a resource to help you find
answers & solutions.
Whether you are in school, attending Clear Connections, or homeschooling -- you can PTA
and I invite you to join us. Visit JoinPTA.org today to sign up!
Looking forward to a great year ahead,
Amy Xenofos
VP, Membership
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PTA Reflections Program
This year’s theme is

“I MATTER BECAUSE”.
Students may submit entries in the following categories:
*Dance choreography *Film production *Literature
*Music Composition *Photography *Visual Arts
Entry forms and guidelines may be found at:
https://www.txpta.org/reflections-participation
Entry links will also be available on our school website and in both our English and
Spanish PTA Facebook pages.
Top entries may advance to district, state and national levels.
All participants will be recognized.
Parent or student must be a PTA
member to be eligible to advance.
All Clear Connections students may send their entries to our front office or email me
at the address below so that we can send you a designated area to drop off all art
pieces!

Final DEADLINE:
Wednesday, October 28th!
Questions? Contact Rachel Acevedo at
artsineducation@brookwoodpta.com
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Healthy Lifestyles
Welcome back to school! I am Jennifer Gartz, your Healthy Lifestyles chair! I am a
former Brookwood bear! My husband Taylor and I have a son, Noah, in 4th grade,
twins Anniston and Blakely in 2nd and a 2 year old! I have some fun things in the
works for this year and hope you can join me! All things are pending and subject to
change due to Covid-19. *Specific dates not set yet.* Please keep an eye out for
more details in the days to come.
October- We are planning a family workout night in the parking lot! If we are able to
hold this free event, you will be able to do a fun family workout socially distanced in the
parking lot!
November-We are planning family yoga night! Bring a mat, towel and come get your
yoga on!
December- Bike safety night with Pasadena Police and a bike parade through the
neighborhood!
Running Club is set to begin in January and more details will be given out later this
year!
COLOR FUN RUN is set for May!!! Fingers crossed we can have it!
Nestle has these ten tips for healthy eating tips with kids!
-Eat breakfast
-Choose healthy snacks
-Drink water
-Grow your own
-Eat together
-Have fun in the kitchen (as hard as
It is sometimes, let them help!)
-Slow it down(eat slower)
-Be creative (cut foods into fun shapes)
-Learn when to stop(when you’re full)
-Don't give up! Keep introducing foods to your kids!
Questions for me? Email me at
healthylifestyle@brookwoodpta.com
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SEPTA Update!
Did you know CCISD has a Special Education PTA
(SEPTA). You can show your support just by signingup! It provides a great resource and networking
opportunity for anybody involved in special ed. It only
takes 5 minutes at www.joinpta.org (CCISD SEPTA).
CCISD Special Services now has a new website
where you can get information about CCISD Special Services:
https://www.ccisd.net/departments/special_education_services. You can find various
resources and contact information on the website.
If you have any questions about SEPTA, please contact Jennifer Baker at
septa@brookwoodpta.com.

Volunteer Opportunities
Your child’s Brookwood brick and mortar classroom needs
you!! Two of the most important and rewarding jobs at
Brookwood are the Room Representative and Assistant
Room Representative.
Your teacher and your child will truly appreciate the time
you spend helping to make special school memories. You
will also enjoy the added benefit of getting to know your
child’s teacher and the wonderful children in your child’s class.
Please contact Leeanne Jeffrey if you are interested or have any questions. Thank
you for volunteering!!
Leeanne Jeffery- PTA Room Representative Coordinator- 713-553-7716roomrep@brookwoodpta.com
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Show Your Support for Brookwood PTA
Every Time You Shop in 3 Easy Ways

The Amazon Smile Foundation will then donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to our school! This is a way
to help raise funds for the school while doing your regular online shopping.
Steps:
•
•
•

Navigate to smile.amazon.com.
You will be asked to sign into your Amazon.com account
You will be asked to pick your charity: Brookwood Elementary PTA

You will know you are set up when you see Brookwood Elementary PTA appear in the banner! Items
that are eligible for donation will say, “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation.”

Box Tops For Education

Kroger Community Rewards

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/communityrewards

Download the app & scan your
receipt. You can also forward your online
grocery receipts once you sign up to
receipts@boxtops4education.com View
the full list of stores eligible for online
purchases on app.

Enroll your Kroger Plus Card at the
link above with our school code
“kn908” and after 7 to 10 business
days of registering, you will see at the
bottom of your Kroger receipt: “your
organization name.”

Thanks for your support!
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